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Lower Flint-Ochlockonee Water Planning 
Council 
Meeting 4 – November 17, 2009 



We are here.



1. Approve the Public Involvement Plan
2. Plan for Joint Meetings
3. Establish Council Vision and Goals
4. Continue agricultural, municipal, and industrial 

water forecasting discussion
5. Draft Water Development and Conservation Plan 

(WDCP) outline

Council Meeting Four Objectives



Governor’s Water Contingency Task Force

• Governor formed Water Contingency Task Force as part of overall 
response to Judge Magnuson's July ruling regarding Lake Lanier 

• One of the strategies includes contingency planning, which is the 
focus of the task force (other actions include Appeal, Negotiations, 
Congressional Reauthorization, as directed by Judge Magnuson in 
ruling

• Task Force comprised of over 80 business, environment, and 
government leaders; Coca-Cola Enterprises Chairman and CEO 
John Brock and Tim Lowe of Lowe Engineers are serving as co- 
chairs of the task force

• Met for first time on October 7th; will hold 2 more meetings and 
present recommendations before January 2010 legislative session

• Update from Council Chair or Participating Member of Task Force



Alan Barnes appointed new EPD Director



State Water Plan – Ongoing Commitment

Next steps: 
• EPD will issue the preliminary results of the baseline 

resource assessments in mid-January. 
• Water and wastewater forecasts have been under 

development throughout 2009. 
• These efforts will allow regional leaders to have the 

best available information to identify the most 
appropriate water management practices for their 
regions.

• This information will support the creation of Water 
Development and Conservation Plans that will guide 
permitting in each region. 



• Review of draft agricultural water demand forecast (comments 
still welcome, formed subcommittee)

• Approval of MOA Documents

• Discussion of vision statement

• Review of Public Involvement Plan (Revised for consideration at 
Council Meeting 4)

• Overview of existing Flint Plan

• Introduction to resource assessments and planning 
guidance

• Review of municipal and industrial water demand forecast 
methodology

• Discussion of management practices and upcoming joint 
council meetings

Council Meeting 3 Re-cap



Council Meeting 3 Evaluation Feedback

• Many respondents (61%) felt that the meeting 
provided ample explanation of the goals and 
timeframe of the regional water planning process 
and helped them understand their roles and 
responsibilities as council members, but 39% felt 
there could have been more discussion of the 
process.

• The council meeting was extremely useful for 44% of 
the respondents, and 56% of the respondents found 
it to be somewhat useful.

• About two-thirds of the respondents (69%) have 
used the regional council web site.



Council Meeting 3 Evaluation Feedback

Question 
Council meeting rating for…

Excellent Good Fair Poor
Total 

 
count

Completing the initial regional vision
6% 72% 22% ‐ 18

Planning for joint meetings
11% 56% 28% 6% 18

Overview and status update on the 

 
resource assessments 22% 67% 11% ‐ 18

The introduction of municipal and 

 
industrial water demand forecasting 

 
methodology

11% 56% 33% ‐ 18

The presentation of final agricultural 

 
forecasts 13% 33% 47% 7% 15

The introduction and overview of 

 
management practices 6% 67% 28% 18



Council Meeting 3 Evaluation Feedback

Question 
Understanding of…

Completely
Prett

 
y well

Barely
Not 

 
at all

Total 

 
count

The purpose of the joint meetings
33% 56% 11% ‐ 18

The purpose of the resource 

 
assessments 22% 61% 17% ‐ 18

The purpose of the agricultural forecasts 

 
and how they were developed 22% 56% 22% ‐ 18

The purpose of the municipal and 

 
industrial water demand forecasts and 

 
how they will be developed

17% 61% 17% 6% 18

The purpose of the management 

 
practices and how they will be 

 
determined

22% 56% 22% ‐ 18



Proposed by Vision Subcommittee:

The Lower Flint Ochlockonee Water Planning Council will 
manage water resources in a sustainable manner to 
support the region’s economy, to protect public health 
and natural systems, and to enhance the quality of life 
for the region’s citizens.

Vision Statement



Proposed by Vision Subcommittee:
1. Ensure access to water resources for existing water 

users in the Lower Flint Ochlockonee region.

2. Sustain the Floridan Aquifer in a healthy condition that 
will continue to support the natural systems and 
economic activities of the Lower Flint Ochlockonee 
region.

3. Maintain the rural integrity of the Lower Flint 
Ochlockonee region.

Also consider guiding principles identified in the Joint 
Comprehensive Water Study report (with 
modifications to customize to this region)

Goals



1. Effective water resources management protects public 
health, safety and welfare of Georgia’s citizens.

2. Water resources are managed in a sustainable manner so 
that current and future generations have access to adequate 
supplies of quality water that supports both human needs 
and natural systems.

3. All citizens have a stewardship responsibility to conserve and 
protect the water resources of Georgia.

4. Water management efforts recognize that economic 
prosperity and environmental quality are interdependent.

5. Water quality and quantity and surface and ground water are 
interrelated and require integrated planning as well as 
reasonable and efficient use.

Guiding Principles from the Joint Comprehensive Water Study



6. A comprehensive and accessible database is developed to 
provide sound scientific and economic information upon 
which effective water management decisions can be based.

7. Water resource management encourages local/regional 
innovation, implementation, adaptability and responsibility for 
watershed and river basin management.

8. Sound water resources management involves meaningful 
participation, coordination and cooperation among interested 
and affected stakeholders and citizens as well as all levels of 
governmental and other entities managing and/or utilizing 
water. 

9. Periodic revisions of the plan are required to incorporate new 
scientific and policy insights, as well as changing social, 
economic, cultural, and environmental factors.

Guiding Principles from the Joint Comprehensive Water Study
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