










 

 
 
 
 

Management Practices Summary 
 
Definition 
 
“Management practices” are reasonable methods, considering available technology and 
economic factors, for managing water demand, water supply, return of water to water 
sources, and prevention and control of pollution of the waters of the state.” 

 
Water Quantity 
 
The regional water plans will use the water resource assessments, in combination with 
forecasts of future water demands, to identify the array of water quantity management 
practices that will be implemented to ensure that water demands are met in a 
sustainable manner. These management practices will largely address the management 
of consumptive use of water. “Consumptive use” is the difference between the total 
amount of water withdrawn from a defined hydrologic system of surface water or 
groundwater and the total amount of the withdrawn water that is returned to that same 
hydrologic system over a specified period of time. 
 
Managing consumptive use of a water source involves the integrated management of 
demands from that source, returns to that source, and actions taken to supplement the 
supply that source provides. Managing consumptive use also requires that other 
implications of consumption are considered, including the water quality implications.  
 
A variety of water quantity management practices can be implemented to manage and 
use water resources in conformity with the integrated water policy established by the 
State Water Plan – to ensure that future consumption from a water source does not 
exceed the capability of that source, and to ensure that proper attention has been given 
to protecting and preserving water quality. The purpose of these practices is to manage 
the consumptive use of water from a given source in a sustainable manner by managing 
demand and returns or, when it can be done without unreasonably foreclosing 
opportunities for reasonable use by other water users, to supplement the consumptive 
use assessment of a water source. 

 
The process of preparing regional water plans will allow and encourage flexibility in 
selecting the appropriate mix of management practices for a given water source. It will 
also allow innovation in response to new information and changing conditions. 

 
A variety of water quantity management practices may be implemented to manage and 
use water resources in conformity with Georgia’s integrated water policy. These 
practices include but are not limited to: 
 

• Water demand management practices, including water conservation and water 
reuse; 
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• Water return management practices, including optimal management of 
centralized wastewater treatment facilities in compliance with local water and 
sewer service delivery strategies, on-site sewage management systems and land 
application systems; and 

 
• Water supply management practices, including the construction of water 

supply reservoirs and adoption of reservoir management policies that optimize 
water supply storage and maintain flow regimes following specified Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division criteria; interbasin and intrabasin transfers that 
meet specified criteria; and aquifer storage and recovery. These practices are 
addressed in sections 8 through 10 of this plan. Desalination may also be an 
important water supply management practice in the future. 

 
Water Quality 
 
“Assimilative capacity” is the amount of contaminant load that can be discharged to a 
specific waterbody without exceeding water quality standards or criteria. Assimilative 
capacity is used to define the ability of a waterbody to naturally absorb and use a 
discharged substance without water quality becoming impaired or aquatic life being 
harmed. 
 
Any gap between forecasted needs for assimilative capacity and the assimilative 
capacity that is available will be addressed by the selection of appropriate management 
practices. These practices will have the goals of managing assimilative capacity on a 
watershed basis, restoring impaired waters, and/or protecting waters that are not yet 
impaired. As with the water quantity policy, the water quality management practices 
would be implemented at a local level to address the unique conditions affecting water 
quality in specific areas. 
 
The purpose of water quality management practices is to manage point and non-point 
source pollution on a watershed basis in order to protect clean waters, restore impaired 
waters, and manage assimilative capacity for current and future users. 
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Regulatory Primer 

Regional Water Planning Council Meeting 3 Pre‐Meeting Materials 

 

Existing Water‐Related Georgia Environmental Rules and Laws 
 

Rule No.  Georgia Environmental Rule  Authorizing Statute (Law) 
391‐3‐2  Groundwater Use  OCGA 12‐5‐60 Georgia Groundwater Use Act  

391‐3‐5  Safe Drinking Water  OCGA 12‐5‐170 Georgia Safe Drinking Water Act 
of 1977 

OCGA 12‐5‐120 Georgia Water Well Standards 
Act 

391‐3‐6  Water Quality and Surface Water 
Withdrawal 

OCGA 12‐5‐20 Georgia Water Quality Control Act 

OCGA 12‐5‐520 Georgia River Basin Management 
Planning Act  

OCGA 12‐5‐470 Georgia Water Supply Act 

391‐3‐8  Dam Safety   OCGA 12‐5‐37‐ Georgia Safe Dams Act of 1978  

391‐3‐16  Environmental Planning Criteria  OCGA 12‐2‐8 Georgia Planning Act of 1989 

OCGA 12‐16‐1 Georgia Environmental Policy Act 
391‐3‐28  Lower Flint River Basin Drought 

Protection 
OCGA 12‐5‐540 Georgia Flint River Drought 
Protection Act 

391‐3‐30  Rules for Outdoor Water Use  OCGA 12‐5‐20 Georgia Water Quality Control Act 

OCGA 12‐5‐90 Ground‐Water Use Act 

OCGA 12‐5‐170 Georgia Safe Drinking Water Act 
of 1977?? 

391‐3‐32  Rules for Regional Water 
Planning 

OCGA 12‐5‐20 Georgia Water Quality Control Act 

OCGA 12‐5‐90 Ground‐Water Use Act 

OCGA 12‐5‐520 Comprehensive State‐wide Water 
Management Planning Act 
(All of the above?) 

 

Note:  

1. Links to the above rules can be found on the following Georgia EPD website: 

http://www.gaepd.org/Documents/rules_exist.html 

 

 

1 
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Regulatory Primer 

Regional Water Planning Council Meeting 3 Pre‐Meeting Materials 

 

Status of Proposed and Recently Adopted Rules 

The Georgia Environmental Protection Division proposes new rules and changes to existing 
rules, which must be presented to the Board of Natural Resources for consideration.  The 
following table contains the proposed changes/new rule and associated dates.  The proposed 
rulemaking and related materials will remain on the Proposed Rules page for at least 60 days 
following final Board action. 

 Environmental Rule 
 

Public Hearing 
Date  

Due Date for 
Public 

Comments  

Board Action 
Date  

Final Board 
Action 

391-3-6 Rules for Water Quality Control 
[Revised Jan 2008]  

Jul 20, 2009  Jul 27, 2009  Aug 26 , 2009    

391-3-5 Rules for Safe Drinking 
Water(Revised Jan 2005)  

Mar 24, 2009 Apr 2 , 2009  Apr 29, 2009  Adopted 

391-3-31 Water Conservation Best 
Management Practices and Certification  

Oct 1, 2008 Jan 15, 2009  Jan 28, 2009  Adopted 

391-3-6 Rules for Water Quality Control 
[Revised Jan 2008] 

Oct 24, 2008  Nov 7, 2008 Dec 3, 2008  Adopted  

391-3-32 Rules for Regional Water 
Planning  

Oct 21, 2008  Nov 7, 2008  Dec 3, 2008  Adopted  

391-3-6 Rules for Water Quality Control 
[Revised Jan 2008]  

Oct 21, 2008  Nov 7, 2008  Dec 3, 2008  Adopted  

391-3-2 Rules for Groundwater Use 
[Revised Dec 1994]  

Oct 21, 2008  Nov 7, 2008  Dec 3, 2008   Adopted 

391-3-6 Rules for Water Quality Control 
[Revised Jan 2008] 

Nov 3, 2008  Nov 7, 2008 Dec 3, 2008   Adopted 

 

Note:  

1. Links to the above rules can be found on the following Georgia EPD website: 

http://www.gaepd.org/Documents/rules_proposed.html 

2. To receive copies of proposed rules at least 30 days prior to their consideration by the Board of Natural Resources via 
mail or e‐mail at no charge; add your name to the EPD Environet database by calling 888.373.5947.   

2 
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Ways to protect groundwater resources in your planning region

Lower Flint ‐ Ochlockonee Council Meeting 2
Survey on Information Needs: Summary of Responses

How important is this topic to the Council's work? How much do you know about this topic?
Results are a weighted sum of individual responses (1: low, 5:high)

71

73

73

43

45

72

Ways to protect surface water resources in your planning region

Agricultural water use in your planning region

Ways to protect groundwater resources in your planning region

Lower Flint ‐ Ochlockonee Council Meeting 2
Survey on Information Needs: Summary of Responses

How important is this topic to the Council's work? How much do you know about this topic?
Results are a weighted sum of individual responses (1: low, 5:high)

57

70

71

73

73

28

32

43

45

72

S di t d i l d t

Municipal water use in your planning region

Ways to protect water quality in your planning region

Ways to protect surface water resources in your planning region

Agricultural water use in your planning region

Ways to protect groundwater resources in your planning region

Lower Flint ‐ Ochlockonee Council Meeting 2
Survey on Information Needs: Summary of Responses

How important is this topic to the Council's work? How much do you know about this topic?
Results are a weighted sum of individual responses (1: low, 5:high)

44

54

66

57

70

71

73

73

16

19

20

28

32

43

45

72

Bacterial control technology and management practices

Industrial water use in your planning region

Sediment and erosion rules and management

Municipal water use in your planning region

Ways to protect water quality in your planning region

Ways to protect surface water resources in your planning region

Agricultural water use in your planning region

Ways to protect groundwater resources in your planning region

Lower Flint ‐ Ochlockonee Council Meeting 2
Survey on Information Needs: Summary of Responses

How important is this topic to the Council's work? How much do you know about this topic?
Results are a weighted sum of individual responses (1: low, 5:high)

57

52

44

54

66

57

70

71

73

73

14

16

16

19

20

28

32

43

45

72
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Outdoor water use in urban areas and conservation methods

Per Capita water use in your planning region

Bacterial control technology and management practices

Industrial water use in your planning region

Sediment and erosion rules and management

Municipal water use in your planning region

Ways to protect water quality in your planning region

Ways to protect surface water resources in your planning region

Agricultural water use in your planning region

Ways to protect groundwater resources in your planning region

Lower Flint ‐ Ochlockonee Council Meeting 2
Survey on Information Needs: Summary of Responses

How important is this topic to the Council's work? How much do you know about this topic?
Results are a weighted sum of individual responses (1: low, 5:high)

59

56

60

57

52

44

54

66

57

70

71

73

73

11

11

13

14

16

16

19

20

28

32

43

45

72

Water chemistry with respect to water quality

Stormwater primer & innovative technology/practices

Ways to restore water quality in your planning region

Outdoor water use in urban areas and conservation methods

Per Capita water use in your planning region

Bacterial control technology and management practices

Industrial water use in your planning region

Sediment and erosion rules and management

Municipal water use in your planning region

Ways to protect water quality in your planning region

Ways to protect surface water resources in your planning region

Agricultural water use in your planning region

Ways to protect groundwater resources in your planning region

Lower Flint ‐ Ochlockonee Council Meeting 2
Survey on Information Needs: Summary of Responses

How important is this topic to the Council's work? How much do you know about this topic?
Results are a weighted sum of individual responses (1: low, 5:high)

59

55

59

56

60

57

52

44

54

66

57

70

71

73

73

5

7

11

11

13

14

16

16

19

20

28

32

43

45

72

Energy water use in your planning region

Energy water use around the state

Water chemistry with respect to water quality

Stormwater primer & innovative technology/practices

Ways to restore water quality in your planning region

Outdoor water use in urban areas and conservation methods

Per Capita water use in your planning region

Bacterial control technology and management practices

Industrial water use in your planning region

Sediment and erosion rules and management

Municipal water use in your planning region

Ways to protect water quality in your planning region

Ways to protect surface water resources in your planning region

Agricultural water use in your planning region

Ways to protect groundwater resources in your planning region

Lower Flint ‐ Ochlockonee Council Meeting 2
Survey on Information Needs: Summary of Responses

How important is this topic to the Council's work? How much do you know about this topic?
Results are a weighted sum of individual responses (1: low, 5:high)

59

55

59

56

60

57

52

44

54

66

57

70

71

73

73

5

7

11

11

13

14

16

16

19

20

28

32

43

45

72

Energy water use in your planning region

Energy water use around the state

Water chemistry with respect to water quality

Stormwater primer & innovative technology/practices

Ways to restore water quality in your planning region

Outdoor water use in urban areas and conservation methods

Per Capita water use in your planning region

Bacterial control technology and management practices

Industrial water use in your planning region

Sediment and erosion rules and management

Municipal water use in your planning region

Ways to protect water quality in your planning region

Ways to protect surface water resources in your planning region

Agricultural water use in your planning region

Ways to protect groundwater resources in your planning region

Lower Flint ‐ Ochlockonee Council Meeting 2
Survey on Information Needs: Summary of Responses

How important is this topic to the Council's work? How much do you know about this topic?
Results are a weighted sum of individual responses (1: low, 5:high)
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Regional Water Planning Information and Products

CM1
Trends, Forces, 

Factors

CM2
Visioning 

Assignment

CM3
Vision

Synthesis
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Regional Water Planning: Products and Schedule

PRODUCTS REGIONAL WATER PLANNING COUNCIL 
ACTIVITIES SCHEDULED FOR:

Regional vision and goals April 2009 – September 2009

Assessment of baseline resource 
capacity

November 2009 – March 2010

Forecasts of demand February 2009 – March 2010

Gap analysis (i.e. comparison of 
resources and demands to identify 
gaps)

January 2010 – October 2010

Water management practices to adjust 
demand and resource capacity

January 2010 – January 2011

Recommended regional water plan January 2011 – June 2011
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